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heavy, and if the prosperity of the traders and of
the maritime population increased, the sufferings of
the agricultural population were great. Moreover,
a powerful party desired peace, because they were
jealous of the almost regal authority of Prince
Maurice, to which, while the war lasted, they must
needs submit.

Some overtures were made by Archduke Albert
as early as 1603, but it was not till four years later
that negotiations for peace were opened in regular
form. After the great preliminary difficulty, the
recognition of the United Provinces as free and
sovereign States had been overcome, and a truce for
eight months concluded, it was very unlikely that
hostilities would again be resumed. Henry IV.
would have preferred the war to drag on till the
time was ripe for him to avenge himself and Europe
on the House of Austria. But if the Dutch would
not continue the struggle without more help than it
was convenient for him to give, then the best he
could do was to secure their gratitude by taking an
active and friendly part in the negotiations, and by
protecting them against any treachery or double
dealing intended by the common enemy. He
accordingly sent President Jeannin to attend the
Conference at the Hague as his representative, and
concluded a defensive alliance with the United
Provinces, which was to come into force immediately
after the conclusion of peace (January, 1608).

The Nuncio and some of the Jesuits about the
French Court assured the Spanish Government, that
Henry IV. might be induced not only to abandon